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Strengthening community
-based conservation in 
Northeast India



Our goal: Support communities in conserving biodiversity and retaining 
forest cover, by aligning these actions with benefits to people.

However, this biodiversity is being lost 
and forest cover is declining, including 
in Meghalaya and Nagaland.

Northeast India intersects two biodiversity hotspots. 
It also holds more than a quarter of national carbon 
stocks on less than a tenth of the land.
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However, communities also have economic development needs. Therefore, conservation must 
also provide economic or other benefits if it is to succeed.
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Local communities are crucial for mitigating this trend, because they hold both 
traditional knowledge and decision-making ability over their lands and waters.



…which helps communities secure 
their intellectual property rights.
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…and also identify sites of 
high conservation value.
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We also support coordinated actions across 
jurisdictions for landscape-level impact.  
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We promote conservation models that support 
livelihoods, enhance health, and strengthen 
cultural bonds with nature.
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Our vision: Community-led conservation mitigates biodiversity and 
forest loss, and fosters sustainable development.

We work with communities to plan and implement 
conservation actions that also enhance services to people.
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We support documentation of 
biodiversity and associated 
traditional knowledge.
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About us
TNC-The Nature Conservancy Centre (TNCC) is a not-for-profit, 
tax-exempt organisation registered in India under Section 8 of The 
Companies Act, 2013. Contributions to TNCC are tax-deductible by Indian 
donors under Section 80G of the Indian Income Tax Act, 1961.  TNCC is 
registered with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs for undertaking 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities. 

TNCC was set up in 2017 to advance India’s environmental goals and to 
conserve its natural heritage. It is an affiliate of The Nature Conservancy, 
one of the largest not-for-profit conservation organisations in the world.

TNCC is a science-led and collaborative organization that works with a 
wide range of government and non-government partners to address key 
sustainability challenges facing India through on-the-ground charitable 
projects as well as research studies. The key areas of focus are 
conservation and restoration of natural resources, biodiversity, and 
climate change – mitigation as well as adaptation.

Our donors
We acknowledge the generous financial support from Karvansarai 
Investments Private Limited and Sir Ratan Tata Trust for this project. 

Our partners
We thank the Meghalaya Biodiversity Board for their strategic guidance 
and support of this project. 

This project is being implemented in collaboration with North East 
Society for Agroecology Support and Foundation for Ecological Security.

For more information, please contact tncccommunications@tnc.org
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